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SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Date Service/Officiant Readings Readers Sidesmen 
Sunday 31

st
 January 

10.00am 

Candlemas 

Team Eucharist for 5
th

 Sunday 

At St Mary‟s Church, Tenbury  

  

Sunday 7
th

 February 

10.00am 

2
nd

 before Lent 

Family Service Luke 8.22-25 

Ephesians 6.10-17 

Mrs J Jenner 

Samantha Jenner 

Mr & Mrs M  

     Jenner  

Sunday 14
th

 February 

10.00am 

Next before Lent 

Parish Communion: CW 

Revd S Thomas 

Exodus 34.29-end 

2 Corinthians 3.12--4.2 

Luke 9.28-36 

Mrs S Child 

Mrs A Young 

Mr I MacDonald 

 

Mr I MacDonald 

Mr D Grosvenor 

Ash Wednesday 

17
th

 February 

7.30pm 

Team Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes 

All clergy 

 

Sunday 21
st
 February 

10.00am 

1
st
 of Lent 

Sung Eucharist: BCP 

Revd T Surtees 

2 Corinthians 6.1-10 

Matthew 4.1-11 

Mr E Hudson 

Revd T Surtees 

Mr & Mrs E 

     Hudson 

Sunday 28
th

 February 

10.00am 

2
nd

 of Lent 

Parish Communion: CW 

Revd S Foster &  

Revd C Moore 

Genesis 15.1-12,17-18 

Philippians 3.17--4.1 

Luke 13.31-end 

Mrs S Summers  

Mrs J Cook 

Mrs R Plested 

Mrs R Plested 

Mrs J Cook 

Sunday 7
th

 March 

10.00am 

3
rd

 of Lent 

Family Service  Mrs L Surtees 

Carys Williams 

 

Mrs D & Miss C 

     Williams 

The Parish of St Michaels & All Angels 

Tenbury Wells 

http://www.tenburyteam.org.uk/
http://www.st-michaels-village.co.uk/


Dear Friends, 
 

No sooner are the Christmas decorations safely stored in the loft, than Lent preparations begin and we rumble on 

towards Easter. Parsons throughout the shires of the Diocese are crunching through snow in order to get to lent 

course planning meetings, and the first sightings of Easter Eggs were made before we‟d reached Epiphany. After 

the long green expanse of „Ordinary Time‟ over the summer months, some fear the risk of Liturgical indigestion!   

 

Lent is, of course, a period of preparation for Easter. Traditionally it has been a time of fasting and repentance, 

beginning with the marking of the forehead with an ash cross on Ash Wednesday. More recently rather than 

fasting, churches have used courses during lent to help people prepare. As well as being a chance to consider a 

particular theme together, these courses are also important social events which help people get to know each other. 

In a Team such as ours, which is spread over ten parishes, this is especially valuable. 

 

In order to make the course as accessible as possible, there will be two groups. One will meet on Wednesday 

mornings from 24th February and the other on Thursday evenings beginning on the 25th. The morning course will 

be at the Methodist church in Tenbury from 11:30 and end with a light lunch. The evening course will be at Nash 

Village Hall and will begin with a supper at 6:30. 

 

So much for times and food.  What of the subject? 

 

The Eucharist is something we are all familiar with and, I suspect, we could all quote parts of it. However, we 

rarely have the opportunity to really consider what is being said and done.  The communion is something Jesus asks 

we do “in remembrance of me”, but what are we remembering? 

 

The Lent Course this year seeks to help us gain an deeper understanding of this key part of our faith, and is entitled 

“About to Receive”. During the course we will consider together the images used in the service, and how it can 

feed our spirituality. The five sessions are titled: Celebration Meals, The Journey of Life, Bread of Life, Invitation 

and Hospitality and Sharing Life with Jesus. 

 

Do consider coming along. The brownie points will be many, and you may even enjoy it! 

 

Chris 

 

 
Letter from the Bishop of Ludlow 

 

On New Year‟s Eve in the afternoon I slipped on ice in a car park and broke my wrist. In a moment my plans and 

expectations for the coming weeks changed. Hopefully all will be well but in a small way it brought home to me 

the unpredictability and fragility of things. As we progress into this new decade it is interesting to note that we have 

just come through a decade where the word „security‟ has with greater frequency prefaced many of our activities 

and concerns. Examples include Internet security; financial security; travel and global security. In truth that decade 

held many examples of the insecurity of things not least by being book ended with a dot com bubble burst at the 

beginning and massive banking crisis at the end. Perhaps more amusingly that unpredictability was illustrated last 

year by a promised barbeque summer that became a washout. Few of us expected the big freeze we have 

experienced. Reminders of the fragility and unpredictability of life are all around. Often what seems so solid can so 

easily change. Soon we will enter the Church‟s season known as Lent. It is a time for reflection: a time to take 

stock and clarify priorities so that we can take each day hopefully and live them faith-fully. Jesus had quite a bit to 

say on this subject and as I wish you a good Lent I leave you with a few of his words from the Sermon on the 

Mount, Matthew 6:25-34. 

„Your Heavenly Father knows what you need…Seek first his Kingdom and his righteousness… Do not worry about 

tomorrow for tomorrow will worry about itself.‟   

 

+ Alistair    
 

 

5th Sunday  TEAM EUCHARIST 
31st January 2010  at  10.00am  

at St Mary‟s Church, Tenbury 

All welcome 
 



TENBURY TEAM NEWS -  
 

Ministry 
 

“What should a priest be? 

All things to all 

male, female and genderless 

What should a priest be? 

all-round family person 

counsellor, but not officially because  

of the recent changes in legislation, 

teacher, expositor, confessor, 

entertainer, juggler, 

good with children, and  

possibly sea-lions, 

empathetic towards pressure groups.” 
 

This short extract is taken from a poem by Stewart Henderson called „Priestly Duties‟. It is a wonderful poem, but 

unfortunately too long to reproduce in full here. In the poem Stewart tries to convey to his readers the pressure of 

expectation that can be placed on those who are ordained priest in the Church of God. In part it is a funny poem 

because if every priest did all that is suggested in the poem we really would be superhuman.  
 

For generations the Church has thought about and wrestled with what priests, what clergy, should be about and 

what they should be doing. Many years ago the model of one priest in a parish, or a couple of parishes, was 

common. There was an expectation that ministry was something that was done to the parishioners. This is not to 

say that there wasn‟t lay involvement, because there was, but the focus for ministry was very much on the person 

wearing the dog collar. Decades of pastoral reorganisation has meant that in our part of the world the multi-parish 

benefice or team ministry is now the normal shape of ministry. So we now have fewer priests covering a greater 

number of parishes.  
 

This development has meant that it is no longer possible, or even desirable, that a small number of clergy can be 

expected to do all that one clergyperson did in one parish. The challenge of this resulted in imaginative ways in 

which the Church could carry out its ministry and mission in any one place. The ministry of lay people has 

flourished in recent decades and there has been a willingness for all the people of God to share their gifts with their 

congregations and community. Sometimes though the focus of ministry was still on the ordained priest who might 

delegate tasks to those around them. That‟s why our diocese has a commitment to what we call Local Ministry, 

which is a model of ministry that believes every member of the church community has a ministry to exercise. It 

could be doing the flowers for services, reading in church, popping in on sick neighbours, praying for others; this is 

all ministry and needs to be recognised as such. Local Ministry is also about shared leadership which puts the focus 

on a group of lay and ordained people, and which has sharing at its heart, not delegation. If this is true a Local 

Ministry Team, just like ours, will be working hard to enable everybody, and I really do mean everybody, to 

discern their vocation and ministry. The Local Ministry Team is not about one small group of people rushing about 

trying to do everything.  
 

Every group of parishes goes though change and that is to be celebrated. We have been fortunate in our Team that 

Hilary and Chris have been ordained and now share their diaconal ministry with us. More clergy doesn‟t mean 

though that lay people should stop carrying out the ministry that they are called to. If your ministry as a lay person 

is to read in church, carry on doing that. If your ministry as a lay person is to administer the chalice, carry on doing 

that. If your ministry as a lay person is to visit those in need around you, carry on doing that. There is enough 

ministry for us all to share in and we can all be confident that we are about God‟s work. As baptised members of 

God‟s church we have been given God‟s authority to go out into the world and to share the love and life of the 

Kingdom of God. And that is how we should all be as the whole people of God. 

 

Claire 

 

 TANZA-NEAR EVENT with a difference! 

Saturday 6th February,  12 noon to 2pm 

SOUPS & PUDS 
in St Mary’s Church, Tenbury Wells 

  In  aid of Tenbury Team - Maramba Deanery Link 



 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

City of Gold 
with poems by Adrian Plass, music by Phil Baggaley & others,  

extracts from John Bunyan‟s „Pilgrims Progress‟,  

an evocative and sometimes amusing mixture of music and words. 
 

Saturday 27th March at 7.30pm & Sunday 28th March at 7pm 
 

Tickets £5 on sale from mid February from cast and Books Books Books 

More details?   Tel 01584 819971. 
 

                             A-Z of Churchyard Conservation 

 N is for Newt 

 
The Great Crested Newt is our largest and most threatened species of newt. Compared with the Palmate Newt and 

the Smooth Newt, the Great Crested Newt is much larger (up to 15cm long) and more heavily built. In the spring 

males develop a crest along their back and top of the tail. They need plenty of invertebrate food and spend most of 

the year on dry land. They visit ponds in the breeding season (from about February to July) and can be found the 

rest of the year up to 500m away from water. If managed sensitively, churchyards can become havens for these 

newts with their healthy invertebrate populations and sheltering sites such as dry stone walls. Great crested newts 

are widespread across Europe but are in decline. Britain has probably Europe‟s largest population, and they are 

protected by UK and European law. 

For more information contact The Amphibian and Reptile Conservation, 01733 558960, www.arc-trust.org 

Caring for God’s Acre, the conservation charity for churchyards and burial grounds, 01568 611154, 

www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk 

 

LUDLOW CHORAL SOCIETY 

Saturday 27th March 2010 7.30pm at St Laurence’s Church, Ludlow 
Requiem aeternam; Fauré Requiem; Rutter Requiem  

Edwina Coward Soprano, Peter Dyke Organist, Patrick Larley Conductor 
 

Tickets: £15, £12 & £8; children half-price. Available from The Silk Top Hat Gallery, Quality Square: 01584 

875363, Tourist Information Centre, Castle Square: 01584 875053, 

St Laurence‟s Church Shop or tickets@ludlowchoral.org.uk 
 

CONGRATULATIONS to .... 
 

…. BRUCE MASON who celebrates his 21
st
 birthday on 15

th
 February 

 

…. HARRY JORDAN who celebrates his 21
st
 birthday on 17

th
 February 

 

…. MATTHEW HAMER who celebrates his 18
th
 birthday on 23

rd
 February 

  

....AARON POWIS who has passed his final exams to become a Chartered Accountant. 

He graduated with a Bsc(Hons) in Mathematical Sciences from the University of Bath in July 2007 

and then joined Pearson May in Bath for his accountancy training. 

 
 

VALLEY WORSHIP 
on Saturday 6th February  

7pm  

in Burford Village Hall 

Speaker: Dr Gordon Bailey 

ALL WELCOME 

Further details: 01584 819971 or 

www.valleyworship.co.uk 

 

 
 

VALLEY WORSHIP 
Saturday 5

th
 December 

 7pm at Burford Village Hall 
With Roger Jones & his musicians - widely acclaimed 

Christian musicals composer 
Details: Bernard Morgan 01584 819975 

 

LENT SOUP LUNCHES 
Wednesdays 24th February,  

3rd, 10th, 17th & 24th March 

Methodist Hall, 12.30pm 

All welcome. 

Donations for lunch go to Christian Aid 

 



YOUNGSTERS CORNER 
for any age of youngsters from 1 to 101!! 

 
 
 
 

 

Last month‟s winners were Helena Muncaster & Tony Penn. Well done both with your expert colouring. 

 

The John Gray Cup for the competition winner with the most points in 2009 will be awarded at the February 

Family Service and, once again, the cup goes to Melissa Powis who is very diligent and enters most months.  

 

We have discussed the competitions several times at Family Worship Group meetings and feel that because we 

have very few competitors perhaps it is time to change things. So this year we will not have a monthly competition 

although there may be something for you to have a go at. Instead we will be asking you to enter a gala competition, 

probably in September but date to be arranged yet, when we will ask you for some art work you have done. This 

could be a painting or something you have made perhaps. Details will be given out in the Sword at a later date so 

watch this space. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 
 

Colour by numbers this picture of a man going on a journey across the sea in his little boat. 

 

1 - red      2 - light blue        3 - light grey       4 - dark grey        5 - dark blue       6 - dark brown        7 - light brown 

 



ST MICHAELS CHURCH – 

 

Price Increase! 

 

We have resisted increasing the price of The Sword for some years but the time has now come for an increase so 

your 2010 magazine is now 50p per copy or £5 per year. A subscription sheet is enclosed with the magazine. 

 

********** 

Annual Ladies Coffee Morning 

 

The church‟s annual ladies coffee morning to discuss this year‟s events will be held at Chris Fisher‟s home, Little 

Den, on Wednesday 3
rd

 February from 10.30am. All ladies of the parish welcome to come along. 

 
********** 

Choral Eucharist 

 

The Worcester Cathedral Voluntary Choir will be singing at the 10am Eucharist service on Sunday 21
st
 February. 

 

 

 

Ash Wednesday Team Eucharist & Imposition of Ashes  
 

17th February at 7.30pm 

St Michaels Church  
 

This service marks the start of Lent and everyone is invited to come forward and have a cross made out of 

ash marked on their forehead, as a sign of our penitence and God’s forgiveness. 

 

 
 
 

       

 FAMILY SERVICE 
 

Sunday 7
th

 February at 10 am 
 

The talk will be given by 

 Mrs Sue Summers and will be about pilgrims and journeys 

 
We now have a set of percussion instruments which we - both children & adults - use to accompany one of the 

hymns under the guidance of John Swindells so come along and have a go. 

 

 Refreshments after the service 

 

 
Bonus Ball Lottery  

Bonus Ball winners from 28
th
 November - 23

rd
 January are Richard Robinson, Ros Bayliss, Arthur Gough, Pat 

Gough, Mary Jordan, Mary Drummond, Ros Plested (twice) & Angela Deakin. 

 

Many thanks to those who play. If anyone is interested in joining the Bonus Ball Lottery we now have a couple of 

spare balls so please contact Julie on 810291. It costs £48 a year or £4 a month standing order - each week someone 

wins £20. 

 

****************** 

 

 

 



Christmas Shoeboxes 

 

Many thanks to those who donated the 26 shoeboxes filled with goodies that were sent through Samaritans Purse to 

children in Eastern Europe who would otherwise have had no Christmas present. 

 

******************* 

Crib Service 

 

Many thanks to all who helped to make this a special service once again. The Crib Service was slightly different 

this year with older actors playing the roles in a computerised version of Herod‟s story. So many thanks to Mary 

Jordan as Narrator, Mike Jordan as Herod, Mike Jenner as his scribe, Harry, Oscar & Tilly Lywood as his soldiers, 

Dan Wellings as Gabriel & Joseph, Owen Cook as Zacchariah, Beth Williams as Mary, Issy Cook as Elizabeth, 

Tom Jordan & Charlie Jordan as the shepherds from the Welsh hills, Godfrey, Tom & Warwick Pitt as the three 

Wise Men. Thanks are also due to „the band‟ - Celia Jukes, Camilla Lywood , Alex, Issy & Julie Cook, and 

especially to Sue Foster who led the service and blessed the crib at the end.  

 

******************** 

 

St. Michael’s Church Christmas Stall at Hereford Victorian Market, 18
th

 December 2009 

 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all the ladies who helped to make our stall such a success. Our 

“working party” in the village hall was well supported and the laughter and chatter throughout the day reflected the 

happy atmosphere. Table decorations, holly and mistletoe bunches together with wreaths were all produced to a 

high standard. 

 

The sale day arrived and we were on the pitch by 7.30am which meant an early start! We‟d loaded up the van, 

kindly loaned by Jennetics, the previous night. It was very cold but we were in good spirits, three ladies and one 

gentleman all in Victorian costume and with plenty of clothing layers beneath to keep warm. It was just as well as 

we learned, with dismay, that we would not be allowed to leave the pitch until 4.30pm! 

 

We were delighted when we made our first sale of table decorations and slowly the momentum built up and we 

were able to say “sorry, sold out” on quite a few items. We managed to escape, eventually, at 4pm in a pretty 

frozen state, but buoyed up with the knowledge that we had sold well and were taking little back with us. 

 

Once back home, thawed out and able to count the takings we discovered we had made over £500 for church funds. 

Many thanks to all who helped and supported the venture. 

 

Janet Penn 

******************** 

 

Birmingham University Singers Weekend 

 

As the person responsible to organising this weekend, may I first thank all the host families who kindly provided 

accomodation and breakfast for the students. I naturally wrote to John Whenham, the choir director after the event 

to thank him and his choir for coming over and giving us such a musical treat. I quote a paragraph from his reply - 

“Many thanks for your very generous letter about the choir. In fact, I believe that Tenbury is a two-way process 

from which we benefit enormously. Quite apart from the villagers' hospitality which is legendary, the choir benefits 

by having two days away from distractions in a magical environment, and by the end of the period is recognisably a 

much better choir than it was on arrival”. The choir began coming to St Michael's in 1986, so this was their 23
rd

 

visit. 

 

Finally, I must thank Mary Thorpe and her army of ladies who provided Saturday's buffet lunch, the tea party in 

church after Sunday's Evensong and the doggy bags filled with goodies that the students are given as they leave. It 

was a most successful and happy weekend. 

Michael Hart 

 

Many thanks to Muriel for organising the food before she left for Australia, to everyone who contributed and to all 

my helpers which made the weekend so successful. The lovely refreshments were very much appreciated by the 

Choir. 

            Mary Thorpe 



Down Memory Lane 

 
Included with the magazine is a Timeline sheet for each family to fill in details of their life in St Michaels. If you 

have any further information to add to your family timeline or have not already filled a sheet in, please pass or send 

information on to Jill Hudson 01584 810137 or Ros Plested 01584 811853 by 1
st
 March. 

 

Following the success of the 2009 October afternoon, Down Memory Lane, we have been able to donate £1,000 to 

the organ fund at St Michaels. Sir Frederick Ouseley instigated the wonderful “Father Willis organ” we have, 

which at present is in need of some repair, so a big thank you to you all.  

 

We look forward to seeing you at our next event which is a follow up afternoon on 25
th
 April 2010 2pm - 4pm. You 

will be able to bring along and share any memorabilia, photographs, history and artefacts as well as enjoy tea, 

cakes and chat. No entry fee.  Could you let Jill or Ros know if you are bringing anything along.  

 

A further date for your diary is on Sunday 10
th
 October, when we welcome you to a “Harry Jones Afternoon Club”, 

more information nearer the time. 

 

A happy new year to you all from Pam Owens, Ros Plested, Mary Thorpe, Jill Hudson, Muriel Lanman and Jenny 

Wellings. 

 

Down Memory Lane, October 2009 – thoughts from Kath Powis 

 

When asked of my memories, my thoughts turned to 'Field Farm', my home on arriving from Wales in 1929 when 

my mother and father took over the tenancy of a very run down 165 acres; 60 acres productive, the rest orchard and 

scrubland. 

 

On the highest field stood 'The Pulpit Oak' recorded both in Little Hereford Church and the Doomsday Book. This 

was the playhouse for many children, the hollowed out tree was very easy to climb to where the parson stood to 

take a service the knobbly interior acting as a ladder. The last recorded service was taken in 1958 by the 

Headmaster of Little Hereford School, taking the pupils to see it. Unfortunately the tree blew down. 

 

There was a fire at Field Farm in the early hours of Easter Sunday 1942. Hay, straw, implements and farm tools 

were destroyed and the French and Dutch barns burnt to the ground. Luckily no animals lost their lives. 

 

My first introduction to St Michaels was the Youth Club held on Tuesday evening with games, whist and dancing 

on regular occasions. The late Mr Harry Jones was a general organiser of many social events and raised hundreds 

of pounds for charity especially Tenbury Hospital. The tug-o-war was his speciality. Mrs Eva Grosvenor played the 

piano for dancing, and organised fancy dress dos, concerts, etc. 

 

'Down your Way' the BBC programme came to Tenbury and interviewed Mr Roger Judd, the then Organist and 

Choirrnaster at the College, and also Miss Margaret Lowe of Spring Grove Lane who was a registered 'Weather 

Observer'. She recorded each morning at 9am from her garden equipment and sent her reading to the Met Office. 

Miss Lowe was often seen riding her sit-up-and-beg bicycle across the common with lawn mower tied behind, off 

to mow the grass at the churchyard. 

 

Oldwood Common P.O. was recorded in 1916 the subpostmistress being Mrs & Miss Tombs at Sunny Croft. Later 

it moved to Geof's Cottage and then to Heath Cottage where it was run by Mrs Parker, and in 1970 to Yew Tree 

Villa, our home. I opened in December 1970 and was involved first in the postal strike and the following February 

in the change to decimal currency. After thinking to run the Office for 12 months, I eventually held the post for 24 

years. 

 

 

May I thank each and everyone who helped to arrange this very special occasion, the people who organised and 

produced such tasty luscious food and especially to Mr John Hughes for his patience in providing the DVD.  

 

 

************************************************************************************ 

 

 

 



ST MICHAELS VILLAGE HALL - 

 
Next Shindig 

 

The next Shindig production will be "Tales of the Country" from Pentabus Theatre Co., on Saturday 24th April 

2010. Based on the weekly despatches from Brian Viner in The Independent, Brian had moved his family from 

North London to rural Herefordshire and his first twelve months were detailed in his highly successful book.  More 

details nearer the date. 

 

 
 

The Floor 
FRIDAY 12

TH
 FEBRUARY 

8pm 

St Michaels Village Hall 
 

FEATURING:    

 

the famous ALAN PROSSER, guitarist from Oysterband 

 stopping at St Michaels on his solo tour 

 

Support acts are  CEILYX - young folk rock band 

 from Hereford Sixth Form College  

 

and RAISE THE DUST - one of best Appalachian Step  

Dance teams in the UK 
 

Entry £5 on the door.  Bar open. 

www.thefloor.org.uk 
                                                                             
 

 

ST MICHAELS SINGERS -  
 

Great Expectations – greatly exceeded 

 

As was to be expected the 2009 St Michaels Singers Christmas Crackers concert went off with its usual bang. 

Under the able baton of maestro Bryan Fisher, the Singers – with a few new faces and voices – gave us a truly 

festive evening of excellently sung varied musical styles. They wer joined as ever by actors Chris Fisher and 

Michael Evans, performing with their customary polished verve and versatility. 

 

The choir, with some help from the audience, began with the traditional carol 'O Come All Ye Faithful' followed by 

the first of Chris and Michael's humorous readings. Then came another item from the choir, two works by John 

Rutter, 'Joy to the World' and 'Look at the World', beautifully interpreted and sung. We then heard Jackie and 

Bryan's lovely 'Silent Night'. In complete contrast we then had a lively number sung by Lawrence Talbot 

accompanying himself on the accordion in a style he has made his own. 

 

'Hark the herald angels sing' came next with choir and audience giving a splendidly rousing rendition of this 

popular carol. After this another change of mood with the singing of two unusual songs 'Myn Liking' with Pam, 

Eddie, Yvonne & Rod and 'Christmastide' which the audience greatly appreciated. Another duet followed, again 

something not quite so well know perhaps, but sung with great feeling by Janet and Tony. The ever popular barber 

http://www.thefloor.org.uk/


shop boys then sang two old spirited and enjoyable favourites – 'On the Railroad' and 'Coventry Carol'. Audience 

participation again – joining with the choir  singing 'Good King Wenclesas' and then more Xmas hilarity from 

Chris and Michael and with the first half ending with the choir singing 'A Nativity Carol'. A good time was being 

had by all. 

 

A short interval followed with bar open by kind permission and hard work of Ria and Phil, mince pies and the usual 

raffle, with everyone discussing how well the evening was going and looking forward eagerly to the second half. 

One must say at this stage how beautifully the hall was decorated and how well the whole evening had been 

organised by everyone concerned. St Michaels should be proud of St Michaels! Anyway on to the second half 

which opened with choir and audience together joining in the lovely old carol ' Once in Royal Davids City'. Then 

you-know-who again reading another of their superb sketches. 

 

Afterwards Pat and Geof sang a naughty little duet, 'Baby it's cold outside', which went down very well indeed. 

Following on with another modern song the choir gave us Abba's 'I have a dream'. Then our own little Jenny – but 

how grown into a delightful young lady – surprised us all by not singing but performing extremely well on solo 

flute 'City Life 3' by Paul Hart. 

 

Choir again, singing beautifully what they most excel at, two lovely choral pieces, 'Banquet Fugue' by John Rutter 

and Mozart's 'Lacrymosa'. A complete change of mood now with Peter Crownshaw singing in his own individual 

style 'Imagine'. The audience had a look in again with the choir, this time with a spirited version of the ever popular 

'We Three Kings'. Jackie followed singing sweetly a lovely old song by dear Ivor Novello, 'Fly home little heart'. 

Although  nearing the end of the evening there were still more goodies to come – firstly the choir singing 'Gabriel's 

Message' and a final offering from Chris and Michael, followed by the choir – with a charming solo by Margaret 

Morell – singing 'The Three Kings'. Then the choir's traditional finale – a splendidly executed 'We wish you a 

Merry Christmas'. After this feast of music and words, we the audience, replete with such vintage offerings, felt 

that our Christmas had really begun. 

 

Sadly, this was to be Bryan Fisher's last Christmas Crackers as director and conductor as he had decided to hand 

over his baton to someone new. I am sure I speak for everyone in St Michaels when I say how much he and his 

talent will be missed, but that we are all most grateful and appreciative of his work, experience, and dedication in 

bringing this extremely talented choir to its present professional standard. It is hoped that everyone will support 

Bryan and the St Michael's Singers performance of excerpts from “The Messiah” on Saturday 10
th
 July at St 

Michaels Church. 

 

           Tonie Downes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Yoga Class 
Wednesdays 5.30pm – 7pm 

St Michael’s Village Hall 
 

Please contact  

Maria Baxter on 01584 811648 

 for details and joining instructions. 

 

ST MICHAELS  

PARENT & TODDLER GROUP 
 

Every Thursday 
9.30am  -  11.30am 

at 

St Michaels Village Hall 
 

Birth to Pre School  

£1.50 

inc snacks & activity 

A different craft activity each week, outdoor 
play, day trips, singing, puzzles, books and 

much, much more! 
 

For more details ring Tina on 01584 819797 



Send-a-Cow Christmas Card 

 

Many thanks to those who donated to the Send-a-Cow Christmas card in the last Sword. £150 was sent to Send-a-

Cow with which we „bought‟ a local cow and a seeds with training pack. 

 

This is what Send-a-Cow have to say about the gifts chosen. 

 

Cow: Local African cows are strong, produce fantastically rich manure and make brilliant mums. By breeding 

indigenous cows with high quality bulls, their owners can produce generation after generation of excellent cross 

breeds to help enhance the health and prosperity of the local community.  

 

Seeds: By teaching people to use traditional farming methods backed up with the latest modern research, we are 

helping many communities in Africa to enjoy much better harvests. We help people learn about storing water, 

enriching the soil, preventing erosion and protecting their crops from damage and disease. We also give them seeds 

to get their planting off to a good start. 

 

This is one of the most important gifts you will ever send. It will enable a poor family in Africa to transform their 

lives, and work their way out of poverty and malnutrition, probably forever. And it doesn't stop there. Each farmer 

helped as a result of your donation will agree to pass-on the equivalent of what they have received (their first 

female offspring, some fruit tree seedlings or a share of the first honey harvest or skills from training) to another 

poor farmer who will do the same in their turn. As a result your donation will be felt throughout whole 

communities and generations for many years to come. 

 

So once again, many thanks for your donations. 

Julie Cook 

 

********************************************************************* 

 

Letter to the Editors. …                                                                                                                                   Nuttage 

Upper Sapey 

Worcester 

WR6 6XR 

 

In the Daily Telegraph of 5
th
 December, Christopher Howes wrote an amusing and important article entitled 

“Music to Keep Bishops Awake”. 

 

He quoted Trevor Beeson, formerly Dean of Winchester: “In an increasingly secular age may thousands of 

dedicated and amateur singers are still ready to assist the Church‟s worship through the gift of music, a matter of 

wonder and gratitude. Many of them would benefit from greater appreciation.” Now, Trevor Beeson notes, music is 

caught up with a low standard of worship by which “congregations are unedified, and casual attenders are 

repelled”. It is, he declares, “a matter for wonder that those responsible for the leadership of the Church do not have 

sleepless nights over this problem”. What, he asks, could be more important to the Christian cause? 

 

In 1854 the Rev Sir Frederick Gore Ouseley used his own money to build and run a training school for church 

music and the attendant church at St Michael‟s, Tenbury. We are fortunate to have one of England‟s treasures in 

the church of St Michael‟s with its magnificent organ, fine acoustics and a very capable organist and choirmaster. 

 

Readers must have noticed the rising popularity of choral singing nationally. Elgar and Stainer are among the many 

famous names to have had associations with St Michael‟s. There must be a number of people living in this area 

who can sing and would greatly enjoy being a member of our choir, especially children, who would never forget 

the music learned. Come and try. 

 

I believe it is time to put aside various forms of “modern” services, an experiment which to me has plainly failed. 

Why can‟t we now return to the revered and time honoured Book of Common Prayer. 

 

People power is the strongest influence in today‟s politics, whether ecclesiastical or national. Grasp the nettle. 

What could be more important to the Christian cause? 

 

P.R.S. Johnson 

December 2009 



WHAT’S ON AROUND ST MICHAELS 
 

FEBRUARY 

Wednesday 3
rd

  10.30am  Ladies Coffee Morning 

Thursday 4
th
  7.30pm   W.I. 

Saturday 6
th
  12 - 2pm  Tanza-Near Soups and Puds at St Mary‟s  

Saturday 6
th
  7pm   Valley Worship at Burford 

Sunday 7
th
  10am   Family Service 

Friday 12
th
  8pm   The Floor 

Sunday 14
th
  10am   Parish Communion 

Wednesday 17
th
  7.30pm   Ash Wednesday Team Service 

Sunday 21
st
  10am   Sung Eucharist 

Wednesday 24
th
  11.30am  Lent Course at Methodist Church 

     12.30pm  Lent Soup Lunch at Methodist Hall 

Thursday 25
th
  6.30pm   Lent Course at Nash 

Sunday 28
th
   10am   Parish Communion 

 

MARCH 

Wednesday 3rd  11.30am  Lent Course at Methodist Church 

     12.30pm  Lent Soup Lunch at Methodist Hall 

Thursday 4
th
   6.30pm   Lent Course at Nash 

Thursday 4
th
  7.30pm   W.I. 

Saturday 6
th
  7pm   Valley Worship at Burford 

Sunday 7
th
  10am   Family Service 

Wednesday 10
th
  11.30am  Lent Course at Methodist Church 

     12.30pm  Lent Soup Lunch at Methodist Hall 

Thursday 11
th
  6.30pm   Lent Course at N 

Friday 12
th
  8pm   The Floor 

Sunday 14
th
  10am   Parish Communion 

Wednesday 17
th
  11.30am  Lent Course at Methodist Church 

     12.30pm  Lent Soup Lunch at Methodist Hall 

Thursday 18
th
  6.30pm   Lent Course at Nash 

Sunday 21
st
  10am   Parish Communion 

Wednesday 24
th
  11.30am  Lent Course at Methodist Church 

     12.30pm  Lent Soup Lunch at Methodist Hall 

Thursday 25
th
  6.30pm   Lent Course at Nash 

Sunday 28
th
   10am   Parish Communion 

 
************************************************************************************************ 

PRESS DATE 14th February for the MARCH edition of The Sword 
************************************************************************************************ 

Although efforts are made to verify information given, the editors cannot accept responsibility for details or views expressed in 

any of the articles contributed to the magazine.  


