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Date Service/Officiant Readings Readers Sidesmen
Sunday 6™ June  |[Family Service Galatians 1.11-end Mr M Jenner Mr & Mrs M
10.00am Luke 7.11-end Mrs C Lywood Jenner
Trinity 1
Sunday 13™ June  [Sung Eucharist CW 1 Kings 21.1-10, 15-21a  |Mr | MacDonald |Mr | MacDonald
10.00am Revd C Lording Galatians 2.15-end Mrs S Summers  [Mr D Grosvenor
Trinity 2 Luke 7.36 - 8.3 Mr B Fisher
3.00pm Choral Evensong
Revd J Dunkling
Saturday 19™ June [Choral Evensong
3.00pm Revd T Surtees
Sunday 20™ June  |Parish Communion BCP [1 Peter 5.5 — 11 Mr E Hudson Mr & Mrs E
10.00am Revd T Surtees Luke 15.1 - 10 Revd T Surtees Hudson
Trinity 3
Sunday 27" June  |Parish Communion CW [2 Kings 2.1-2, 6-14 Mrs G Arnold Mr & Mrs P
10.00am Revd J Dunkling Galatians 5.1,13-25 Mrs S Child Mound
Trinity 4 Luke 9.51-end Mrs J Penn
Sunday 4™ July Family Service Mrs C Wright
10.00am Mrs J Wellings
Trinity 5
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Dear Friends,

As any of my colleagues will tell you, I am not the most ‘technologically-aware’ person around. A recent trip
to buy a new mobile phone began with me saying to the poor shop assistant — ‘now explain how this works in
words of one syllable!” However, now I have ‘mastered’ the new phone one of the features I like is the alert
system where | can set the phone to remind me of crucial dates — such as birthdays — a week before the event.
As no-one has had a birthday since I bought the phone I can’t yet vouch for its reliability!

Significant events such as birthdays and anniversaries are very important to us. Increasingly in recent years the
Church has come to recognise a need that we have to mark, celebrate and remember things through the use of
symbol and ritual — in other words in our worship. A few years ago Bishop Michael Perham highlighted how a
calendar — rather like the Church calendar - is naturally emerging in our society. It is one which repeats itself
every year and one which we value and find offers us a helpful means of expressing publicly something that is
meaningful to us. He referred to days such as St Valentine’s Day, St George’s Day, Father’s Day,
Remembrance Sunday and World AIDS Day. Although these are days that have great significance to many in
our society — it does seem, that with the exception of Remembrance Sunday, they pass by largely unnoticed by
the Church.

In June, a time when the Church’s calendar goes quiet as we enter ‘Ordinary Time’ after the drama of Holy
Week, Easter, Ascension Day, Pentecost and Trinity Sunday — a significant week is taking place. This year,
14™ — 20™ June is designated as Refugee Week. There is an excellent website dedicated to Refugee Week
(www.refugeeweek.org.uk), which states that the week is a unique opportunity to discover and celebrate the
contributions that refugees bring to the UK. During this week it also has ideas for how everyone can do a
simple act — a small everyday action that can change perceptions of refugees and help to create a society that is
accepting of all.

By supporting events like this during the year we are living out our Christian calling, which encourages us to
have a desire to be more open and welcoming, to provide for those in our community and in our wider society.
It gives us a wonderful way to engage with our wider communities in helping those who are at their most
vulnerable — and also to realise in a practical way how we can show and share God’s love in the world.

All the best
Judith

Date for your diary:
ORDINATION TO PRIESTHOOD OF HILARY & CHRIS

Saturday 2nd October, 2.30pm in Hereford Cathedral

R is for Rooks and Rookeries

Rooks, corvus frugilegus, are those shiny black birds with thigh feathers like ‘baggy trousers’ and bare grey
skin around their beaks. Often found nesting high in churchyard or village trees their close-knit colonies called
rookeries can be huge. A site in Norfolk has up to 80,000 birds. Our interest and fascination with rooks
apparently stems from the fact that they are highly intelligent and sociable birds. So clever that they are thought
to rival non human primates in intelligence. A Parliament of rooks describes their unusual behaviour of settling
in large numbers in open fields with one rook appearing to caw loudly and continuously over the silent throng.
From time to time, the other rooks call out, as if they're asking questions. Like a trial or a parliament. Folklore
tells us that it is considered lucky to have them nearby and unlucky to lose them. Something to think about if
you are bothered by constantly cawing rooks in your churchyard rookery!

Caring for God’s Acre, the conservation charity for churchyards and burial grounds, 01568 611154,
www.caringforgodsacre.org.uk




Letter from the Bishop of Ludlow

Now the election is over Britain is coming to terms with what it means to have a parliament where there is no
over all majority. For this generation it is a new experience and we need to look back to 1974 to discover the
last time this happened. That last experience proved not to be popular or long lasting. The choice of words we
use in such circumstances is interesting in itself and that use almost expresses a judgment. ‘Hung Parliament’
for example conjures up images either of ropes around a neck or to use another phrase; ‘being held in a fragile
balance’. Neither suggests strong or necessarily stable circumstances. On the other hand ‘coalition’ or even
‘cooperative collaboration’ implies partnership and the bringing together of various and complimentary gifts
for the common good. An example was the way Winston Churchill during the Second World War formed a
coalition government. In that instance there was a clear task and a common cause which placed party politics in
a secondary place in relation to a hierarchy of needs.

We have yet to see what will be the outcome this time. Will party interests choke good government or will the
serious common causes that face us financially bring people together in a partnership that best uses each other’s
gifts? Certainly the idea of partnership and working for the common good seems to be something the public at
large wish to see more visibly.

In the Christian calendar we are now in the season where we have celebrated the outpouring of the Holy Spirit
upon Christian believers and the Church. The Pentecost message given by Jesus to his first disciples was clear;
‘wait until you have been clothed with power from on high.” Here is a clear example of partnership and
cooperation. Our willingness and God’s power and inner strengthening becomes the means by which the
saving, redeeming work of God is done. Willingness to collaborate remains the challenge.

+Alistair

LIFE & LEARNING @ HEREFORD CATHEDRAL in JUNE

Interfaith Visit to Wolverhampton to a Hindu temple, Sikh Gurdwara and a Mosque
Depart 9am - return 6pm. Cost £15. Booking essential as limited places. Tel: Kirsty Clarke on 01432 374226

TENBURY TEAM NEWS -

Where Is Hilary?

You know | really do understand how you feel when you say 'We haven't seen Hilary for such a time.'
Sometimes when | get to a service it is like visiting old friends. Even now | sometimes meet Church folk who
have no idea who | am and what part | play in the Team as our paths have never crossed. Claire has asked that |
write something for the magazine to let you all know how | am getting on. So, what am | doing and how is my
time allocated?

Firstly I am a Self Supporting Minister (SSM) which means | am not paid for my work in the church. As most
of you know | have a full time job teaching young people with Autism. There are few resources for teaching
such children and | have to produce work for them to do every day, often working through the evening. | also
have all the other paperwork of a ‘normal teacher' but not the marking. | always try to leave time to spend with
Bernard.

This work is seen as the major part of my ministry and is recognised as such by the clergy here and the Bishop.
It has been fascinating to see how people at work relate to me as a teacher and ‘vicar’. I have become more and
more aware of what a valuable ministry and responsibility we all have as Christ’s representatives in our work
places.

God has also called me to be a Deacon in the church and I love and value the time | can spend as curate. | have
an agreement with Claire that | will work for the Tenbury Team for two Sundays a month and any fifth Sunday.
In addition I am responsible for the Deaf Church in Hereford and | lead/sign the service there on the third




Sunday of the month, on this day | can sometimes take Evensong in the Team. This leaves a Sunday off a
month for a well earned rest. Part of this agreement also involves my ministry with Valley Worship.

| have been trying to fit in all the other important parts of ministry (sermon writing, devotional time,
paperwork, helping with weddings and funerals, training and other services) during the evenings, school
holidays and Saturdays (I do have proper holiday time which both Claire and Bernard guard with an iron
hand!).

Some people have commented that they don't know how I do it. Well neither do I! 1 just know this is what God
has called me to do and I feel utterly enfolded by his loving care, and the prayers of those around me.

There is a huge privilege and a joy in serving God and serving The Team in any small way | can.
I do thank you all for the prayers, support, help and love you continue to give me and Bernard, keep praying.

Every Blessing
Hilary

Advance notice.

On Saturday September 18" we shall be celebrating our very own Last Night of the Proms in St Mary’s Church
Tenbury. We will have a full 50 piece orchestra — yes the complete shooting match — together with a local
soloist and a violin soloist from Beijing. The music will include Pomp & Circumstance No 1 with Land of
hope and Glory, Fantasia on British Sea Songs with Rule Britannia, Jerusalem and much more, a full 2 and half
hour concert.
The tickets will go VERY QUICKLY, we already have interest, and will be available from the new Tenbury
Box Office which is situated in the Tourist Information Centre next to the Regal, from August 14™. They will
be row numbered to avoid any confusion on the night. Advance booking will be in writing only with the cash.
Advance booking slips will be available in the August parish magazine and from August 1° from Bernard
01584 819971, sorry not before.
I’m told it’s the first time a full orchestra has played in Tenbury.
Hope you can make it.

Bernard Morgan

VALLEY WORSHIP JULIAN MEETINGS
on Saturday 5" June at 7pm Julian meetings are held in Tenbury on the
in Burford Village Hall 4th Monday of the month, 3.30 - 4.30pm.
Speakers: Pauline & Derek Long Everyone welcome.
from Methodist Church Knighton (ex-Tenbury) If you would like details please contact
Further details: 01584 819971 Toni Downes on 01584 810352.
or www.valleyworship.co.uk

THE SWORD — July & August combined

Please note that we are running a trial this year! Instead of an August/September combined magazine, this year
we are going to produce a JULY & AUGUST combined magazine. We feel this may be better as not a lot
happens in August but we are up and running again in September. Hence, the next magazine will be for July
AND August so please send details of anything happening in July, August and early September by the PRESS
DATE of Wednesday 16™ June.



YOUNGSTERS PAGE

for youngsters of ages 1 — 101

°ALL THI NGS BRI GHT AND BHAUT

The John Gray Cup
& other prizes

A celebration of art, craft, jewellery, models,
woodwork, paintings, drawings

in St Michael’s Church
November 2010
Entries from ages 1 — 100

For more details and entries please contact:

Ros Plested (811853), Jenny Wellings (819888) & Sue Summers (810820)

A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY to these voungsters in the parish ....

Thomas Wright who will be 12 years old on 2™ June;
Alex Phillips who will be 13 years old on 4" June;

Stacey Powis who will be 13 years old on 8" June.

Special Birthday Congratulations to ....
... ALEX COOK who celebrates his 18" birthday on 26"
June

If there are any youngsters in the parish whose birthday details we don’t have could you please pass on the
name and date of birth including year to either of the editors - contact details on inside front cover.

If there is a special birthday coming up of someone not so young please also send in details.



ST MICHAELS CHURCH —

FAMILY SERVICE

Sunday 6™ June at 10 am
ALL WELCOME Refreshments after the service

John Flaxman

John Flaxman sadly passed away in March after suffering ill health for a number of years. The Parish of St
Michael’s owes him an immense debt of gratitude. While he was not seen in church very much during the years
before his death, we must remember all that he did supporting St Michael’s during the difficult times
immediately after the college’s sudden closure. Indeed there was for a time the threat that the church might
close. As the college used the church as their chapel (for which it was built) the PCC did not have to pay for
much of the building’s running costs. However when the college was unexpectedly and suddenly closed, the
parish was left holding a very expensive baby with very little in the coffers. This is where John’s business
experience was invaluable.

He was Church Treasurer and took over the responsibility of being custodian of the organ — not an easy task for
someone who was not a professional organist. He had to arrange for it to be tuned regularly and to have faults
rectified. When the church took over responsibility for the organ, it was discovered that there was a lot of vital
work needed to be done to keep it in working order, and this was not going to be cheap. John launched an organ
appeal in 1989 and raised over £30,000 for these repairs to be carried out. | think we should all remember that if
the Father Willis was left to deteriorate, choirs would not want to come and sing at St Michael’s: there would be
no Music Programme resulting in the Ouseley Trust not giving the PCC a grant. Without that grant the future of
the church would look bleak. All this goes to show how much we owe John.

I think he always felt close to St Michael’s: he and his family lived in Spring Grove, the house the Founder lived
in for 6 months between the dedication of the church in September 1856 and the building of the college being
ready for occupation in March 1857. Requiescat in pace.

Michael Hart
Sinclair MacDonald Young

Sinclair MacDonald Young or “Donald” as we all know him, passed away on 12" April 2010.

Donald’s first love was his family, his wife Annie and children Jenny, Sinclair, Fraser, Alastair, and
grandchildren Benjamin, Joshua and Dylan, a love which was endearingly mutual.

Chris and I first met Annie and Donald when we moved to St. Michaels in September 1992. They immediately
made us welcome inviting us to their lovely home where in later years we had the pleasure of sharing several
Christmases with them and their delightful family.

Donald was a rep with McConnels of Ludlow selling agricultural machinery, and it was there he met Ann. They
married in 1977 and eventually moved to “The Steading” in July 82, still with McConnels but also spending
much time helping Joan and Richard on the farm.

Donald was a proud, strong sincere man and a fanatical supporter of the Scottish rugby team as are his sons,
never more so than when Scotland played England, then there was no doubt where their support lay!

He had a great sense of humour. I’m sure this was mirrored in his VERY firm handshake which brought tears to
the eyes of many a recipient of his warm, enthusiastic greeting!

Donald and Annie loved dancing, rock ‘n roll, and jive. They were always among the first to take to the floor at
the annual St. Michaels Ball which they enjoyed so much.

After his retirement Donald took a part time job delivering parcels for catalogue companies and became a great
favourite with the ladies of Tenbury with his Scottish charm (he was already a firm favourite with the ladies of
St. Michaels!)




Donald was always ready to help anyone in trouble. | well remember having visited the Penns one dark winters
night. The ground was covered with 3” of snow and, in attempting to reverse out of their drive, | found my car
balancing on a tree stump in their garden. After several attempts to release the car | went over to Donald and
sheepishly explained what had happened. “No problem. I’1l be right with you”. Within a few minutes the barn
doors flew open and out came Donald driving his tractor complete with chains, and in no time the car had been
elevated from the tree stump. “Och laddie think nothing of it. It was a pleasure”, he said with a broad grin.
Donald was a contented man, he lived life to the full and had no regrets. He loved nothing more than to be in the
company of his family, however there were times when he would “escape” to his shed for a little peace and
quiet. Being a Scot he never threw anything away, he could mend anything mechanical, indeed he was kept
constantly busy by Annie and the family mending and making - the shed was his cherished retreat!

Donald’s funeral was held at St.Michaels Church on 19" April. The church was full to capacity with family and
friends from all over Great Britain, all wishing to pay tribute to a good, generous man, and a great friend to each
and every one of them.

How proud Donald would have been to see his two fine sons Fraser and Alastair bearing him away from the
church draped by the flag of Scotland to bagpipes playing the lovely “Flower of Scotland”. There were very few
dry eyes as the cortege left St. Michaels on that Monday in April.

Donald will be greatly missed by the many who had the pleasure of knowing him.

Bryan Fisher
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Music @ St Michaels in June

Sun. 13", 10am & 3pm — Sung Eucharist & Choral Evensong with The Orrishmere Singers, director Bernard
Crosby

Sat. 19", 3pm — Choral Evensong with St Tanwg’s Church Choir, Harlech. Director Paul Boothe, organist
Alastair Sampson.

Sat. 26", 7.30pm — Organ Recital by John Swindells, organist of St Michaels! Tickets £6 on the door.

*khkkkhkhkhkhhkkkhkikiikkhik

Social Coffee Evening to raise funds  for the
Birmingham University Choir visit at Christmas
NG
o Friday 25 June 5.30 -7.30pm
*’f’%b“ at Edwards House, St Michaels

Raffle and Bring and Buy
details: Muriel 810921 or Prue 810372

Bonus Ball Lottery

Bonus Ball winners from 24™ April to 22™ May are Pat Gough, spare number, Sue Summers, Jenny Wellings &
Anne Dicken.

Many thanks to those who play. If anyone is interested in joining the Bonus Ball Lottery we now have a couple
of spare balls so please contact Julie on 810291. It costs £48 a year or £4 a month standing order - each week
someone wins £20.
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Last Orders!

Now is your last chance to obtain a copy of the Memories of St Michaels DVD produced in October 2009. If
you would like a copy please contact Pam Owens, 810978, before 30" June.

Open Garden & Teas
Advance warning: Mr & Mrs Summers will be opening their garden to raise funds for the church on 25" July.

More details in next month’s Sword.
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ST MICHAELS VILLAGE HALL -

June Family Night

ROUNDERS & BBQ @ THE JORDANS, Oldwood Farm.
Friday 18" June

Bring your own barbecue essentials!

Next Family Night is September 17" which is curry night in the hall.

Summer Fete
See main advert for more details.
Help and Contributions needed please.
9 tombola donations to Eric Hudson

9 raffle prizes to Muriel Lanman
9 bric-a-brac to Iris Cooper
1

cakes for stall on the day please




T

cakes for teas — as it is Independence Day, American brownies, muffins, etc, would be great.

The Floor

FRIDAY 11" JUNE
8pm
St Michaels Village Hall

FEATURING:

SARAH SMITH TRIO
gypsy jazz fiddler with Remi Harris on guitar & great vocalist

THE DIGNITAS COUNTRY BAND
country!

JOHN SWINDELLS

our very own organist showing his brass skills

Entry £5 on the door.

Ria’s Bar open.

www.thefloor.org.uk

ST MICHAELS
PARENT & TODDLER GROUP

Every Thursday
9.30am - 11.30am
at
St Michaels Village Hall

Birth to Pre School
£1.50
inc snacks & activity
A different craft activity each week, outdoor
play, day trips, singing, puzzles, books and
much, much more!

For more details ring Tina on 01584 819797

Yoga Class

Wednesdays 6.00pm 7.00pm
{G aAOKI St Qa

Please contact
Maria Baxter on 01584 811648

for details and joining instructions



http://www.thefloor.org.uk/

ST MICHAEL’S WOMEN’S INSTITUTE NEWS —

21* April was our annual spring clean of the Common. At 11am, sun shining, members met at Dr Oliver’s end
of the Common. Rubber gloves, plastic bags and off we started. Many bags were filled and we returned to the
home of our President Anne, for soup and pud.

Seven members attended a Beading Day on Monday 26" April, held at the home of Anne Dicken, with the
Lacy Ladies, Brenda and Mary. A very enjoyable time was had and we all created two bracelets. Thanks to
members who provided the puds and Anne for soup and hosting both events.

Maggie Davies attended the recent Women Reaching Women Day, held at The Guildhall, Worcester. The day
was part of a three year campaign organised by The National Federation of Women’s Institutes to raise
awareness of world poverty, inequality and climate change, focussing particularly on how women are affected.
She heard talks from Malcolm Rankin, of Farmers Overseas Action Group who has been working with people
in Uganda since 1981. Sarah Moore from Tree Aid, the charity supports rural African communities to use trees
to fight poverty, become self reliant and improve their environment and Maya Segas, Midlands Team Leader
for Oxfam. The day finished with a fashion show from Oxfam and students from Worcester Technical College
of Art and Design. The students has reworked garments on the theme of how communities cope with climate
and economic changes.

Anne Dicken gave a warm welcome to our May speaker Alison Cook with a cookery demonstration. Alison is a
member of Menith Wood WI. She has been a cookery teacher, nurse and has a love of embroidery. Alison has
just been appointed chairperson for Worcestershire Federation Creative Activities Committee. Using store
cupboard ingredients, Alison showed us how to make a raspberry mousse, summer pudding and marbled
damson fruit fool. Jean Grosvenor gave the vote of thanks. She told us, having a freezer full of damsons,
recently she cooked her grandchildren a pudding using the damsons. Do not like them was the reply. After a
few weeks, back to the freezer, more damsons telling them they were blackberries — clean plates all round!

Gill Portsmouth and Gill Widdowson are entering for the National Lady Denman Cup competition, ‘every
picture tells a story’. From the black and white photo on the entry form, they have to write a short story, no
longer than 500 words.

Forthcoming events include our garden meeting in July to Westonbury Water Gardens, Pembridge, an outing to
National Trust’s Hanbury Hall and craft members are preparing for our exhibit for Tenbury Show, “The Good
Life”.

The next meeting will be on June 3" for the Members’ Meeting, 7.30pm in the village hall.

Jill Burton
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St Michael’s Singers at the Symphony Hall Singalong with the City of Birmingham Symphony
Orchestra. Brahm’s German Requiem on Sunday 23" May.

The brilliant summer weather had rather put us off going but the die was cast and the tickets purchased. Twelve
singers had opted to go many weeks before the event, three in each category, soprano, alto, tenor and bass.
Some had gone to similar events in previous years and others didn’t know what they were in for! We travelled
in three cars and did manage to meet up for the distribution of that vital item, a score.

Basically the event involves a rehearsal with piano, a further rehearsal with the orchestra and soloists and then a
full performance. Kick off time is 1.30pm prompt then, after a short break, the final rehearsal leaving a one and
a half hour break before the performance at 7pm. There was a startling contrast between the casual clothes
worn for rehearsal compared with the orchestra and soloists all dressed for the part in the evening.

Only one of our group was familiar with this requiem and had a German score so the rest had to be ordered and
collected on the day. As a consequence it was with some trepidation that we listened to the conductor Simon



Halsey’s opening remarks. He has a huge international reputation and, fortunately, is a great showman with a
wonderful sense of humour. As a result we soon settled down and were even more relieved that many of those
surrounding us were quite familiar with the work.

Even the fine weather gave us a bonus. To emerge for our main break into the canal area on such a day was an
event in itself. With a big gig in the NIA that evening in addition to our performance at Symphony Hall the
whole area was alive with people filling the numerous bars and restaurants and spilling out into all the
pedestrian areas. Birmingham claims to have more canals than Venice and with temperatures higher than those
experienced in the Mediterranean it was certainly challenging it “touristically” speaking.

With over a thousand singers in the hall accompanied by such a prestigious orchestra the sound was superb and
| have to admit that | would have been content to sit down and just listen to the music. Being unfamiliar with
the work it was a treat to listen to such a wonderful piece. Even to return to this superb architectural
masterpiece with it’s warmth and colour is a thrill. It was a tiring day and when it was time for the
“performance” we were weary, but it was so uplifting the time flew by. As we left the Symphony Hall with the
sounds still ringing in our ears | made a mental note to buy a CD of the work, it had made such an impression.

Well done CBSO for organising such an amazing event — we look forward to next year. | wonder what
masterpiece we’ll be singing then?

Tony Penn
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TRADING CORNER -

Anyone interested in trading goods, services, etc for other items, for cash, free of charge or a donation to a
nominated charity?? Please let the editors know by the press date each month if you would like to make an
entry under “Trading Corner”.

If anyone would like to advertise casual work around the parish, again please contact the editors with details of
what you do and contact details.
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TENBURY FUN DAY

at Palmers Meadow

Crafts - food - music - rides - bouncy castle

FREE! FUN!

26t h June 2010 from 12

Procession of floats starts 12noon from the Auction Yard

O



WHAT’S ON AROUND ST MICHAELS

JUNE
Thursday 3" 7.30pm W. I.
Sunday 6" 10.00am Family Service
Friday 11" 8.00pm The Floor
Sunday 13" 10.00am Parish Communion
Friday 18" 7.30pm Family Night — Rounders & BBQ
Saturday 19" evening Summer Ball
Sunday 20" 10.00am Parish Communion
Friday 25" 5.30pm Social Coffee Evening at the Wintons
Sunday 27" 10.00am Parish Communion
Wednesday 30" 7.30pm PCC Meeting
JULY
Sunday 4" 10.00am Family Service
“ «“ 3.00pm Village Fete
Thursday 8" 7.30pm W. I.
Saturday 10" 7.30pm St Michaels Singers Concert
Sunday 11" 10.00am Parish Communion
Sunday 18" 10.00am Parish Communion
Sunday 25" 10.00am Parish Communion

«“ «“ Open Gardens at Prides Close
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PRESS DATE 16" June for the JULY/AUGUST edition of The Sword
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Although efforts are made to verify information given, the editors cannot accept responsibility for details or views
expressed in any of the articles contributed to the magazine.



