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LOCAL MINISTRY DEVELOPMENT GROUP  
  

Team Rector Revd. Claire Lording The Vicarage, Church Street, Tenbury, WR15 8BP                     810811 

   & Rural Dean 
 

Team Vicar Revd Sian Harris The Rectory, Burford, Tenbury, WR15 8HG   819792      
 

Assoc Minister Revd. Sue Foster Little Oaks Cottage, Hope Bagot, SY8 3AE          891092 
 

Team Asst       Revd Chris Moore         Deepcroft Cottage, Worcester Rd, WR15 8JA        781157 

Curates       Revd Hilary Morgan      The Steps, Bleathwood, SY8 4LR        819971 
 

 Gordon Bailey The Coop, Inkmoor Court, Tedstone Wafre, HR74PP      01885 483130 

Kath Bills 31 Ronhill Lane, Cleobury Mortimer, DY14 8AU           01299 270367 

  Jane Britton Sunnycroft, St Michaels, Tenbury Wells, WR15 8PH                 811649 

  Michael Holmes Smithy Bungalow, Whitton, Ludlow, SY8 3DB  890332 

 Jenny Metcalfe The Forge, Boraston, Tenbury Wells, WR15 8LH  819021 

 Beth Knight 41 Upper Galdeford, Ludlow, SY8 1QF                          879357 

Peter Sandall                      Leas Cottage, Little Hereford, Ludlow, SY8 4AT 711114 

Judith Smout                      Hammer Mill, Worcester Road, WR15 8LL 810433 

 

Tenbury Team Ministry Office open Tues - Thurs 9am - 12noon Tel: 07807 373132 

Email: tenburyteam@hotmail.co.uk 

Tenbury Team Ministry website:  www.tenburyteam.org.uk 

 

 THE PARISH      THE SWORD 
 

Churchwardens:       Mr.Ray Phillips       811117                    Editors:     Mrs Julie Cook     810291  

                                    Miss Mary Thorpe    810463                 email: juliear_9@hotmail.com 

PCC ViceChairman:   Mr.Tony Penn         810328                              Mrs Pam Owens   810978 

PCC Secretary Mrs Bridget Hughes 819503   email:  pamowens@live.co.uk 

PCC Treasurer:          Mrs.Jane Jenner      819653              Advertising:     Mrs Sue Grove         819662    

Ass'tant Treasurer:     Mrs.Chris Fisher    810868          Distribution:  Mrs Janet Penn 810328  

Asst Treasurer:           Miss Mary Thorpe  810463        Printing:         Speediprint            819703 

Gift Aid Recorder: Revd Ian Williams     810528 

Sec.Visiting Choirs & Musical Events:   

 Mr.Michael Hart    01568 750544           PARISH WEB SITE 

Organist:                     Mr.John Swindells   01905 426998               www.st-michaels-village.co.uk    

 

 

SERVICE SCHEDULE 
Date Service/Officiant Readings Readers Sidesmen 

Sunday 6
th

 November 

10.00am 

3 before Advent 

Family Service 

Capt N Boyland 

Matthew 5.13-16 Mrs J Wellings Mr & Mrs M   

     Hughes 

Sunday 13
th

 November 

10.00am 

Remembrance Sunday 

Sung Eucharist CW 

Revd H Morgan 

Zephaniah 1.7,12-end 

1 Thessalonians 5.1-11 

Matthew 25.14-30 

Mr I MacDonald 

Mrs S Summers 

 

Mr I MacDonald 

Mrs P Winton  

Sunday 20
th

 November 

10.00am 

Christ the King 

Parish Communion BCP 

Revd I Williams  

Ephesians 1.15-end 

Matthew 25.31-end 

Mr E Hudson 

Mrs C Fisher 

Mr & Mrs E  

     Hudson  

 

Sunday 27
th

 November 

10.00am 

1
st
 of Advent 

Parish Communion CW 

Revd C Lording 

Isaiah 64.1-9 

1 Corinthians 1.3-9 

Mark 13.24-end 

Mr M Hughes 

Mrs R Plested 

Mrs J Cook 

Mrs R Plested 

Mrs J Cook 

Sunday 4
th

 December 

10.00am 

2
nd

 of Advent 

Family Service   Mr & Mrs M 

     Jordan 

 

 

The Parish of St Michaels & All Angels  

Tenbury Wells  
 

http://www.tenburyteam.org.uk/
http://www.st-michaels-village.co.uk/
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TENBURY TEAM NEWS -  
 

Dear Friends, 
 

All Change – Part Two!  
 

Revd Hilary Morgan 

 
Sometimes the wheels of the Church move slowly, but at other times we can be taken by surprise at the speed that 

things go. It was a surprise to many when we announced that Hilary will be continuing her curacy in the Parish of 

St Peter with St Owen and St James, in Hereford City, a few months earlier than I indicated in September‟s 

magazine. Clergy moves in the Hereford Deanery have enabled this to happen and Bishop Anthony is keen for 

Hilary to be in place in her new parish in January 2012. This is the right move for Hilary and we will want to wish 

her all the best as she ministers in a new place. Again though, we will all be sorry to see Hilary and Bernard leave 

us as they have been with us for a long time and have given much to the life of the Team.  
 

Hilary‟s last Sunday in the Team will be at 11am on January 1st at St Mary Magdalene, Little Hereford. Please do 

note the change of service time. We felt that a 10am service on New Year‟s Day might be a challenge too far for 

the revellers amongst the Team! 
 

In the Team we always like to mark the beginning and the ending of ministry. To this end there will be a collection 

for Hilary so that we can make a presentation at her last service. Contributions can be given to your Churchwardens 

or to Julie Cook in the Team Office by 20th December. 
 

By the time many of you read this magazine we will have already said goodbye to Chris, and Mary, Josh, Jonathan, 

Joel, Judah and Jadon. We wish them all the very best as Chris‟ new parishes welcome them. Chris will be licensed 

and installed as Priest-in Charge at 7.30pm on 17
th
 November at St Mary‟s Church, Fownhope. We have arranged a 

coach for Chris' service but we will only be able to confirm the booking if we have enough people wanting to go on 

it. The coach will leave Tenbury at approx. 6pm and should be back at about 10.30pm. Depending on how many 

book the cost would be between £5 and £8, but we will need a minimum of twenty five people. Please let either 

your Churchwardens or Julie Cook in the Team Office know by 31
st
 October if you would like to book your place. 

 

At a time of much change it feels appropriate that we should find ourselves in the season of remembrance. 

November is a time to give thanks for those whom we love and see no longer; is a time to remember those who 

have died in war and conflict whilst serving their country; is a time to remember the Church in heaven and on earth 

and to give thanks for faithful witness. It is the very act of remembering that can help us to be thankful for what has 

been and can help us to look to the future, however difficult or challenging that might be, with a sense of hope and 

renewed vision. So as we remember Chris, Mary, Josh, Jonathan, Joel, Judah and Jadon, and Hilary and Bernard in 

our prayers please also remember the prayer of Dag Hammarskjöld:  
 

Father, for all that has been - Thanks. 

To all that shall be - Yes! Amen. 

 

 Claire 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

ALL SOULS SERVICE  
Monday 31st October  at  6.30pm 

St Mary‟s Church, Tenbury 
ALL WELCOME 

“MARK MY WORDS” 
A day to look at St Mark‟s Gospel 

with calligraphy, Bible studies, photography, music, 

worship, Godly play, kite making - for all the family 

SATURDAY 5th NOVEMBER  

10am to 3.15pm in Hereford Cathedral 

Cost £2 or £5 for family 

For details or to book contact the Cathedral 

Library 

01432 374225/6 or 

library@herefordcathedral.org 

 

TENBURY FUND RAISERS 
 

Punch & Ploughman‟s Lunch 
 

Friday 25th November 2011 

11.30am - 1.30pm in St Mary‟s Church 
Proceeds for Café 27 

Admission £6.  All are welcome 

Tenbury Churches invite you to visit 

The Family Story Café 
at Methodist Hall, Cross St, Tenbury 

Sunday 20th November,  3pm - 5pm 

Relax with coffee and cake whilst children play & 

enjoy a Bible story  

If you have any spare preschool toys and jigsaws 

please contact Alison Price on 810613 
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Letter from the Bishop of Ludlow 
 

One of the benefits of having to drive regularly as part of my Episcopal ministry is that I get the opportunity to 

listen to the radio. Sometimes the journey and the hour coincide affording me the pleasure of listening to the Today 

programme and catching up on current affairs. Those of you who listen to that programme will know that topics 

stretch far and wide from concerns over growing obesity levels, to bankers‟ bonuses to environmental concerns, to 

the latest parliamentary concerns or political intrigue. John Humphries and James Naughtie seem to me to be 

particularly good at asking the penetrating and hard questions of those who come their way. Theirs is the knack of 

exposing what might be mere rhetoric or political posturing. At the heart of the questioning or debate is a challenge 

to integrity and right action. In an information saturated age we desire wisdom.  
 

The Oxford English Dictionary defines wisdom as a combination of experience and knowledge with the power of 

applying them. Euripides a 5
th
 century BC Greek playwright wrote: Cleverness is not wisdom. In a not too 

dissimilar vein Nelson Mandela is reputed to have said: A good head and a good heart are always a formidable 

combination. We live in an age, more than most where information abounds and access to it is speedy if not instant. 

Knowing what is required is no longer the fundamental concern. The issue instead is whether those who know what 

is right have the will or strength to do it. Sadly wisdom is often in short supply.  
 

In the Church‟s calendar we are entering what is known as the Kingdom season culminating on Christ the King 

Sunday just before Advent. The gospels are full of wisdom much of which comes through the teaching of Jesus. 

He, in so many ways, embodies wisdom. It is one thing to say; follow that, it is quite another to do it. We might 

fairly ask is such wisdom attainable and if so how?  The gospels and indeed the Bible suggest that we cannot on our 

own. Instead we need and are offered God‟s life and strength. William Temple, Archbishop of Canterbury in the 

1940s, gets to the point using Shakespeare as an illustration: It is no good giving me a play like Hamlet or King 

Lear and telling me to write a play like that. Shakespeare could do it - I can't. And it is no good showing me a life 

like the life of Jesus and telling me to live a life like that. Jesus could do it - I can't. But if the genius of Shakespeare 

could come and live in me, then I could write plays like this. And if the Spirit could come into me, then I could live 

a life like His. 

  

 + Alistair 
 

 

Staff from Tenbury C.E.Primary School Visit to Maramba 
 

On 19
th
 August, a group of seven of us set off to visit our friends at Maramba „A‟ and Lugongo Primary Schools. 

We were lucky enough to have obtained a curriculum project grant from the British Council which contributed to 

the payment of part of our fares, the project costs and will also pay the airfares for some of the Tanzanian teachers 

to visit Tenbury, hopefully next March. 
 

As both Tenbury and Maramba are farming communities, our project, titled „Food in our local communities‟, 

looked at the similarities and differences between the two places. Using work we took out to Tanzania, which all 

the pupils at Tenbury Primary had contributed to, we taught lessons in both of the partner schools, helping the 

Tanzanian children to understand a little about our daily menus, what food we can grow around Tenbury, and the 

production of milk and meat. We were very relieved that some of the teachers spoke excellent English and were 

able to translate into Swahili for us, although I must admit our Swahili is slowly improving and we are now quite 

familiar with many food names! The project is on-going and when the teachers return next year, they will be 

bringing work about Tanzanian food back to us, to help our children learn and begin to understand about life in a 

very different community. 
 

Most of our time was spent in school but we did get to see a number of „Tenbury‟ sewing machines scattered 

throughout Maramba - it was great to see that not only had they arrived out there, but were being used and making 

a difference. 
 

Our week in Maramba flew by too quickly and as on previous visits, we were made to feel so welcome by the 

fantastic hospitality which we received and strong community spirit, making us feel as if we really belonged. We 

no longer just have „a partner school in Tanzania‟ but lots of strong friendships, with adults and children really 

learning from one other. We are all looking forward to further visits and who knows, maybe one day we will even 

be able to get some of the children to meet. 
 

If you would like to hear more about our visit, see some of the work we brought back and our photos, please 

come and join us at Tenbury Primary School on Thursday 3rd November at 6.30pm - hope to see you there! 
 

 Mrs Jill Grant ï Headteacher 
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******************************************************************************************* 

A VERY HAPPY BIRTHDAY to these youngsters in the parish …. 
 

Morgan Williams   who will be 14 years old on 15
th

 November 

Special Congratulations to … Pam Owens on her 65
th

 birthday on 3
rd

 

November 
******************************************************************************************* 

 
 

ST MICHAELS CHURCH – 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

Christmas Hampers 
 

Revd Hilary Morgan is heading the assembling of Christmas Hampers to be distributed to those in need locally via 

the CAB. They are carefully distributed to those who really are in need. Hilary has asked each church to put 

together a box of goodies which will be assembled into hampers after the November 27
th
 service at St Marys. There 

will be a box at back of St Michaels for putting goodies in until 20
th
 November but you can also leave donations 

with Julie Cook (810291). The Christmas Hamper Wish List suggestions are as follows: 

mince pies, Christmas pudding, Christmas cake, other celebration cake or small cakes, boxes biscuits, 

sweets, chocolate, snacks eg Pringles, jam, marmalade, pickle, cranberry sauce, tins of ham or fish, gravy 

powder/granules, stuffing, bottles of pop, crackers. 

Because of health and safety regs, goods should be shop bought and prepacked. 

Many thanks for your support. 

 

 

Bookmarkers and Prayer Cards 
 

There are now a varied selection of prayer cards and bookmarkers for you to choose from at the entrance to St 

Michaels Church. These are on sale at a cost of 50p each, please put your money in the wall slot opposite the cards. 

 

We do hope you enjoy these cards and find them useful to give to others as gifts, lovely to pop in someone‟s 

birthday card or just to share with others; hopefully you will find something for most occasions. 

 

Ros Plested 

 

 

PARABLE of the TALENTS  
  

St Michaels Cookbook 
 

The Cookbook is available for purchase at £5 - make an ideal small Christmas gift. Please see Ros Plested or Julie 

Cook.  Books will be available at church, coffee mornings and other events. The cookbooks are being sold to raise 

 

FAMILY SERVICE   

Sunday 6
th

 November at 10.00 am 

with Capt Norris Boyland on St Martin of Tours 

Refreshments after the service 
 

Please remember to fill your SMARTIE  tubes and to give them to Ros Plested or Julie Cook at the 

Family Service. If you won‟t be there please give to either or to Gwen Arnold. 
 

********* 

Crib Service, Christmas Eve at 3.30pm – if anyone, young or old, would like to take part in the Crib Service 

would you please contact Julie Cook on 810291. 
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funds for the church. 

 

St Michael and All Angels Hand Made Greetings Cards and 2012 Calendar  
  

Don‟t miss this exciting opportunity – individually designed hand made greetings cards are now available at an 

incredible 50p each. Each card features a different photographic image of St Michaels Church taken this summer 

and bears the logo of the church name. 

  

There are also 2012 calendars for sale at £5 each – every month has different shots of St Michaels Church, a unique 

gift and splendid idea as a keepsake for yourself or friends. 

  

Both items will be available in the church following Sunday services. For further information or to order your copy 

of either the calendar or greetings cards contact: Tina Cole – 01568 750675 – or email tina@the-darlings.com 

 

Janet‟s Jams 
 

Don‟t forget Janet‟s Jams which are also available as part of the Talents scheme. They are available in church on 

Sundays and also directly from Janet Penn. 

 

 

Samaritan‟s Purse Christmas Shoe Boxes 
 

This year we are asked to think about making our shoe boxes have a sporty theme as a run up to the Olympics. 

Suggested items for the boxes include tennis ball, skipping rope, baseball hat, inflatable beach ball, stop watch, 

sweat bands, swim goggles, toy medals. For more details and for your information leaflet please see Gwen Arnold 

(811956). Completed boxes need to be taken to St Mary‟s Church, Tenbury, or you can leave them with Julie Cook, 

by 10
th
 November.  

 

 

Christmas Decoration Working Party 
 

Come along and help us make Christmas decorations to be sold at the St Michaels Christmas Fayre - Thursday 8
th
 

December, 10am to 12 noon at St Michaels Village Hall. 

donations of holly, mistletoe and Christmas decorations would be much appreciated. 

Contact Janet Penn on 01584 810328. 

 

 

Christmas Fayre 
 

Mulled Wine – Mince Pies – Market 

Finale of Talents Event 

Thursday 8
th

 December from 7.00pm 

in St Michaels Village Hall. 

£1 entrance 

Proceeds in aid of St Michaels Church 
 

 

Harvest Festival Memories…..  
 

Harvest Bread-making 

 

On a bright sunny morning a group of twelve girls of all ages arrived at the village hall eager to improve their 

bread-making skills. Jim Franklin had already prepared two enormous quantities of dough, one white and one 

brown, to make the Harvest Loaf and rolls for the Harvest Supper. Jim, an excellent teacher, explained the different 

qualities of the dough and flours. We donned our aprons and started rolling dough into round shapes. We were 

surprised to learn that we could create a better circle if we did not roll the dough on a surface sprinkled with flour. 

Having effortlessly created a cottage loaf Jim asked us to do the same. We managed the cottage loaves, but then 

Jim suggested we do Viennese rolls and knots. Jim‟s Viennese rolls were tightly wrapped but we had many laughs 

mailto:tina@the-darlings.com
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creating our own. The dough for the knots seemed to spring back before the knot was tied and the pinwheels tried 

to rotate. 

To make the Harvest loaf Jim explained that the dough was a different mix that would hold its shape well and make 

an attractive loaf. Jim created the template and we all rolled out strings of dough for the storks with short strings for 

the heads of the corn. Amazingly with a few snips from the scissors the corn appeared. The four girls from the Pitt 

family created some very realistic mice for the loaf and a plait was placed around the middle. 

After a good glaze it was put in the oven. Jim had a piece of dough over and helped us create a platter of five loaves 

and three fishes, with the girls doing most of this and the ladies adding a fish or loaf. 

During the morning we were visited by the Teme Valley News. Pictures of the bread making and the Harvest loaf 

may be seen in the latest edition of the Teme Valley News. 

The harvest loaf and platter were on display at the altar for the Harvest Service. The brown and white rolls were 

served at the harvest Supper. We thoroughly enjoyed the bread making. Jim was such a patient teacher we all felt 

we would enjoy another session of bread-making in the future. 

All those who took part would like to thank the Harvest Memories Committee and Jim Franklin for such as 

enjoyable morning. 
 

 Ros Bayliss 

 

…. and in the Church 
 

Local groups were invited to decorate the Church for the Harvest Memories week-end and they all responded 

magnificently.  There were delightful arrangements on the altar, from the PCC at the side of the altar, from the 

Village Hall Committee in the baptistry, and from St Michael‟s College, the Readers‟ Group, the WI, the Flower 

Club, the Family Service and St. Michael‟s Singers in each of the windows.  There were two lovely pedestals and 

some harvest arrangements along the stone seats from the Flower Club, and Frank Matthews had provided crab 

apple trees full of ripe fruits around the pulpit.  The Church was bright and welcoming and many people, some 

from quite a distance, came on the Saturday to view the displays and to partake of the refreshments.  Donations 

from the visitors on the day added approximately £75 to the proceeds.  Thank you very much to all who put in so 

much work to make it such a successful event. 
 

 Jane Yardley 

 

...and from the „Memories Group‟ 
 

A huge thank you to everyone who contributed to the very enjoyable and successful Harvest Weekend! A special 

thank you to Jim Franklin who prepared the dough and led the bread-making session on the Saturday morning. It 

was lovely to go into the hall in the evening and still be able to smell the aroma of baking bread. Thanks to Phil and 

his team for a smashing Harvest Supper and to all those who provided pies for pudding. It was a really happy 

evening. The displays in the church were beautiful and again it was the lingering scent of the flowers which 

enhanced the whole occasion. As well as all this, the magnificent sum of £700 was raised to go into the Organ 

Fund. So many thanks again to you all. 
 

 Jill Hudson & Pam Owens 

 

 

Bonus Ball Lottery  
 

Bonus Ball winners:  September 24
th
 Chris Fisher, October 1

st
 Peter Mound, 8

th
 Jane Newton, 15

th
 Anne Fox. 

 

Many thanks to those who continue to play. Subscriptions were due on August 1
st
. If you pay by cheque please send 

asap to me at Green Farm, Berrington Green, Tenbury WR15 8TQ. If anyone is interested in joining the Bonus Ball 

Lottery we have a few spare balls so please contact me. It costs £48 a year or £4 a month standing order - each 

week someone wins £20.  
 

Julie Cook (01584 810291) 
 

*************************************************************** 

ST 
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CARDS FOR GOOD CAUSES 

CHARITY CHRISTMAS CARD SHOP  
open now in the Tourist Information Centre (next to Spar on Teme St) 
 

10am – 4pm Monday to Friday 

10am – 1pm Saturdays 
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ELS VILLAGE HALL – 
 
  

NOTICE OF AN ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING  
 

St Michaels Village Hall Committee 
 

Notice is hereby given that the 2011 annual general meeting of St Michaels Village Hall  

Committee will be held at St Michaels Village Hall on 17 November 2011 at 7.30 pm 
 

 

Not Just the AGM. 
 

The AGM for the Village Hall Committee is on November 17
th
 starting at 7:30pm.  But don‟t stop reading.  There 

will be so much more.  We want to present our progress on the project to rejuvenate the hall, and as part of this 

project to get your ideas on how we could use the hall in the future.   

And that‟s not all...We want to revisit the success of our fete on 24
th
 July.  We can‟t promise the same sunny 

weather, but there will be games, drinks, snacks, and videos. 

If you want more information then please contact any member of the committee 

 

 

Notes from meeting of Village Hall Committee Meeting held on 13
th

. October 
 

At the start of the meeting, Pat Mutton who is on the Village Affairs sub-committee, spoke about the possibility of 

restoring the pond area adjacent to the Silver Tree. She reminded us that the pond was created by Mrs. Haywood-

Warrington in 2001 and the stainless steel tree commissioned to mark the Millennium. The pond area had been 

puddled  to hold water and the surrounding area planted with local wild plants. The project won a prize of £500 

from Worcestershire County Council. 
 

Pat proposed that we subscribe to the Pond Conservation group which offers advice on maintenance and re-

planting. She thought that this initiative would develop the vision of the original project as well as open up the area 

for use by local people and visitors whilst, at the same time, it would support wildlife and improve the scenic value 

of the site. 
 

After discussion, it was agreed that Pat‟s proposal be supported and she was asked to find out in more detail about 

specific costs. At the same time it was agreed that the money remaining in the Millennium Fund, which amounts to 

£179.85, could be used to go towards funding village projects such as the restoration of the pond and the purchase 

of the phone box.  
 

The Committee then went on to discuss other matters arising from the previous meeting. These included the Race 

Night which had been provisionally arranged for November 19
th
. Apparently the Tenbury Chamber of Commerce 

are organising another Race Night the week before and so it was agreed that ours be postponed until the New Year. 

We also talked about arrangements for the Village Christmas Dinner on December 10
th
.and about the hall AGM on 

November 17
th
.   

 

In her Treasurer‟s Report, Ria gave details of the current financial situation, saying that a substantial refund was 

given by British Gas when we changed our method of payment. She said that she has prepared the Annual Accounts 

which will be presented at the AGM. 
 

Under AOB, information was given about the Shindig production on 3
rd

. December ... “How Steeple Sinderby 

Wanderers won the F.A. Cup” and Committee members were given tickets to sell.  
 

The next meeting will be on November 10
th
. The meeting closed at 9.30pm. 

 

 

How Steeple Sinderby Wanderers Won the FA Cup 
  

Is it possible? Could a hunble village team really have taken on the best that the football leagues could throw at it 

and still come out on top? It‟s a case of „right place, right time‟ for Steeple SInderby as a revolutionary trainer, two 

of football‟s best players to have ever disappeared from the top divisions, and a chairman of Napoleonic ability all 

come together to make dreams come true! 

How Steeple Sinderby Wanderers Won the FA Cup has been adapted from JL Carr‟s hilarious novel by director 

Paul Hodson. Performed by just one man, the outstanding quality of this show doesn‟t require you to follow the 

beautiful game to enjoy the story – you‟ll soon be cheering from the sidelines.  
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St Michaels Coffee Morning 

 
 

at St Michaels Village Hall 
3rd Friday of every month ς next 18th November 

10 am to 12 noon 
Coffee and Cake £1.00 

 

Magazine/book swap ς produce corner ς daily newspapers 
village news ς advice ς friendly chat 

recipe of the month 
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ST MICHAEL‟S SINGERS 
 

Christmas Cracker 
 

The St Michaels‟s Singers Christmas concert will be held on two 

nights once again – Thursday 15
th

 and Friday 16
th

 December, in 

the village hall. 

 

Tickets will be out soon and available from choir members,  

Pam Owens on 810978  

or from Books Books Books. 

 

 

ST MICHAEL‟S READERS GROUP –  
 

The Woman in White by Wilkie Collins 
 

This Victorian work of mystery and suspense was greatly enjoyed by our local group of readers. The story opens 

with Walter Hartright‟s eerie encounter on a moonlit London road. He has been engaged as a drawing master to the 

beautiful Laura Fairlie and finds himself drawn into the sinister intrigues of Sir Percival Glyde and his „charming‟ 

friend Count Fosco. The plot is crammed with intrigue and full of memorable characters. Suspense is used as a 

basic element and the story twists and turns with dastardly deeds and shameful secrets, love and dishonour – a 

genuine thriller. 

 

Pat Mutton 

 

************************************************************************************** 

Rumours of Angels 
 

You may have heard  that on December 17
th
 the producers of Jesus Christ Superstar, City of Gold and Feast of Life 

are putting on a Christmas presentation of Graham Kendrick‟s fabulous Christmas Music, Rumours of Angels. 
 

Rumours of Angels is about the Advent event, past, present and future. It explores the mysteries of the incarnation, 

celebrates the present experience and anticipates the coming Kingdom. There are some great singable songs for the 

congregation; with „Can you believe it‟ to „Nothing will ever be the same again‟ the words are thought provoking 

and uplifting.  

We will have mulled wine or punch and tea and coffee will be available and maybe some mince pies. 
 

There will not be an admission charge as we feel that this is part of our Christmas Celebrations but a retiring 

collection will be for St Mary‟s Church, Tenbury. 

 

 Bernard Morgan 

 
************************************************************************************ 

Teme Valley Wildlife                           

 

As I write this at the beginning of October, we have just concluded a fortnight or so, of a mini heat wave here in the 

Teme Valley. Temperatures well over 25C and wall to wall sunshine. Whilst the unseasonal climate was acceptable 

to most of us, it made me reflect on what an unusual year it had been weather wise. We started the year with sub 

zero temperatures as low as -18C locally. Then a short spell of warm weather in March kick started everything that 

had laid dormant over winter as well as bringing out early, flora & fauna that we would not normally see appearing 

until a month or so later in spring. There is no doubt that these unusual weather patterns are causing changes in 

wildlife behaviour.  

The coldest winter for many a year caused many small birds to die. Species like Blue Tits, Great Tits, Wrens, 

Dunnock, etc, underwent a real survival of the fittest during this time, with literally, only the fittest surviving. This 

harsh but natural selection is one of nature‟s ways of weeding out sick and genetically weak individuals ensuring 

that only strong individuals go on to maintain future populations. Similarly, many over wintering insects did not 
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survive the harsh temperatures and the frozen ground saw animals that depended on digging for food, facing 

extremely difficult times for survival.   

But, as the saying goes, every cloud has a silver lining. There were some real wildlife „positives‟ to come out of this 

extreme winter. Hedgehogs for example did well, hibernating longer, only wakening when there was more food 

about. The sudden transition from extreme cold to a relatively warm spell in March, also brought out a myriad of 

insects that did survive. Consequently and using moths as an example, there were winter moths, starting to emerge 

from the extreme cold at the same time as spring moths, which were spurred on to come out early, owing to the 

sudden and dramatic increase in temperature. We were seeing species flying at the same time, that shouldn‟t have 

been around together. Moth counts in March were at unprecedentedly high levels both locally and nationally. 

These high numbers of moths in turn produced enormous numbers of eggs and a few weeks later, consequently, 

vast quantities of caterpillars. All this, just in time for the small bird breeding season. Although starting at 

significantly low numbers, the few strong birds that had survived, typically produced large broods that they were 

able to support owing to a bountiful supply of caterpillars and grubs. 

So now back in October, with the mini heat wave, the insect life has stayed with us longer and we have had one 

report of House Martins, usually long gone by this time, still feeding chicks in their nest. This autumn has also seen 

the largest influx of migrant moths from the continent in the last sixteen years, arriving in part, due to favourable 

wind directions but surviving owing to unseasonably warm temperatures.  

Will this winter see the Bittern back on the River Teme, Waxwings on the Swimming Pool car park or flocks of 

Fieldfare and Redwing in the fields...or are we in for a mild winter again? Oh how the weather influences what 

wildlife we see about us. 

 The next Wildlife Group meeting is on the Thursday 10
th
 November when John Robinson will be giving a talk on 

photographing birds. John lives in the middle of the Wyre Forest and many of his bird photographs have been taken 

locally in that area and used to illustrate talks and books. As always, the venue is Rochford Village Hall, 7:30pm 

and just £2 on the door. Everybody is most welcome. 

For what is now being seen in the area, visit us at www.temevalleywildlife.com. For more information tel. 01584 

781500 or email danny.arnold@waterwide.com.          

 

************************************************************************************* 

 

 

SEND-A-COW …. 

                                                 … and Christmas Greetings at the same time. 

 
 
 

Once again you can send your Christmas greetings to all your friends and neighbours who read The Sword in one 

go AND support a worthy cause at the same time.  Send-a-Cow provides not just cows but all sorts of animals, 

trees, vegetable seeds and other goods to people mainly in Africa but all over the world. But they also provide 

training for the recipients and make sure that other families also benefit. To find out more see 

www.sendacow.org.uk. 

In exchange for a donation to the work of Send-a-Cow (such as the amount you would spend on cards and 

delivery), your Christmas greetings will be put in the December Sword. I need to have donations and names by 21st 

November. (cheques to Julie Cook - that way I can gift aid as well) 
 

Many thanks for your support. 

Julie Cook, Green Farm, Berrington Green, Tenbury WR15 8TQ 

Tel: 01584 810291    email: juliear_9@hotmail.com 

 

 

 

A BIG THANK YOU!  
 

… to all at St Michaels for raising £235.00 at the  

World‟s Biggest Coffee Morning 

 

… from Ros Plested and  

from Macmillan Cancer Support. 
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WHAT‟S ON AROUND ST MICHAELS 
 

NOVEMBER 

Tuesday 1
st
  7.30pm   St Michaels Singers rehearsal 

Thursday 3
rd

   7.30pm   W. I.  

Sunday 6
th
   10.00am  Family Service  

Tuesday 8
th
  7.30pm   St Michaels Singers rehearsal 

Sunday 13
th
  10.00am  Remembrance Sunday Communion 

Tuesday 15
th
  7.30pm   St Michaels Singers rehearsal 

Thursday 17
th
  7.30pm   Village Hall AGM 

Friday 18
th
   10.00am-12noon Coffee Morning 

Sunday 20
th
   10.00am  Parish Communion 

Monday 21
st
     Send-a-Cow details due in 

Tuesday 22
nd

   7.30pm   St Michaels Singers rehearsal 

Sunday 27
th
   10.00am  Parish Communion 

Tuesday 29
th
  7.30pm   St Michaels Singers rehearsal 

 

DECEMBER 

Thursday 1
st
   7.30pm   W. I.     

Saturday 3
rd

  7.30pm   Shindig at the hall 

Sunday 4
th
    10.00am  Family Service  

Tuesday 6
th
  7.30pm   St Michaels Singers rehearsal 

Saturday 10
th
  6.30pm   Carol Service 

     “           “  7.30pm   Christmas Dinner 

Sunday 11
th
  10.00am  Sung Eucharist 

      “        “  3.00pm   Choral Evensong 

Tuesday 13
th
  7.30pm   St Michaels Singers rehearsal 

Thursday 15
th
  7.30pm   St Michaels Singers concert 

Friday 16
th
   10.00am-12noon Coffee Morning  

     “       “  7.30pm    St Michaels Singers concert 

Sunday 18
th
  10.00am  Parish Communion 

Saturday 24
th
  3.30pm   Crib Service 

Sunday 25
th
     10.00am  Parish Communion 

Sunday 1
st
 January 11.00am  Team Eucharist at Little Hereford – Hilary‟s last service 

 

 

************************************************************************************************ 

PRESS DATE 16
th

 November for the DECEMBER/JANUARY edition of The Sword 

 
************************************************************************************************ 

Although efforts are made to verify information given, the editors cannot accept responsibility for details or views expressed in 

any of the articles contributed to the magazine.  
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VALLEY WORSHIP  
Saturday 5th November 

7pm in Burford Village Hall 

Speakers: Gerry McClelland, artist & musician, & 

Alan Snape, potter 

Further details: 01584 819971 

or www.valleyworship.co.uk 

 

 
JULIAN MEETINGS 

Julian meetings are held in Tenbury on the 4th Monday 

of the month, 3.30 - 4.30pm.  

Everyone welcome.  

If you would like details please contact  

Toni Downes on 01584 810352. 

 

 

 

 

 

OPEN DOOR 
Thursday 10th November 

 2.30pm 

Cornwall Gardens Community Centre 

Theme:  Remembrance 

Everyone welcome. Refreshments 

 


